


IWDC: New Directions

IWDC is alive and well, As reoorted in
our last newsletter we have been qoing
througn a reflective period of evaluation
and discussion, 1looking at the role of a
socialist feminist group, what our
contribuition oould be to the wider
community, and what kind of internal
structure we need to work most effectively.
This is an ongoing arrl essential
discussion. It has been difficult, and at
times, frustrating, but we feel very
positive and optimistic about the orocsss
so far.

Qut of these discussions, there are two
issues which we have identified as
priorities. The first is that we recognize
the need to broaden involverent in the
initiating and ore-olanning »rocess of
International Wamen's Day, and that as a
grouw, IWDC did not want the sole
responsibility for bringing together the
March 8th Coalition, To that end, we
organized a meeting with wamen who have been
active in the coalition, and mut a letter
in Broadside announcing this development.
There is now a grouo of about a dozen wamen
who have taken on this responsibility and
we will keep you informed about their
proposals. The announcement of the first
coalition meeting is inside the newsletter.

Secordly, we are following through with
the proposal develoved during the sumer
that addresses the need for thouwght and
discussion in order to better understand the
political situation and take the aporooriate
actions. Along with a series of intermal
discussions, we are initiating some informal
discussions amongst the wider socialist
feminist comunity. The two scheduled for
this fall cdeal with the cuestions of the
rise of liberal feminism, and censorshio and
pornography. At the time of writing this
editorial, these meetings have not vet taken
place, but we will report on the discussions
in our next issue. Details about the
meetings apoear elsewhere in the newsletter.

Another important develomment that came
out of our sumer discussions is that the
newsletter itself has become a central focus

for our group practice. As you may Know,
the members of last year's newsletter
camittee have left IWDC armd will be
oublishing an independent socialist feminist
bulletin., We thank them for their hard work
in develoning the newsletter and wish them
luck with their new nroject. IDC  interds
to maintain the newsletter at the level we
have all came to expect. The newsletter
will continue to be as informative as
possiple on a broad range of
issues of interest to socialist
faninists. At the same time that we are
covering this broad range of issuves, we will
also taka note of particular develomments,
such as the rise in militant strikes wvhere
wamen are nlaying a key role, following the
restrictive wage control legislation immosed
in 1982. 2and as we continue to keeo you
informed about our interal discussions and
debates within TWDC, we: would like to hear
your response to these debates and your
reflections on the wider issues of
concern to all of us.

Putting out this newsletter as a grow
project has been an exciting and educational
exrerience and we hope that you are pleased
with the results and will continue to show
suooort through your subscriptions.

In The Next Issue:

WATCH OUT FOR THESE GOODIES AND MORE IN THE
NEXT ISSUE

*Andrea Knight's column, "Correct Crime,"
which will give you the scoop on the
politically correct murder mysteries
currently swamping the bookshelves of
socialists and feminists.

*''Feminists Against Censorship": Mariana
Valverde reports on the activities and
rositions of this new group on the Canadian
feminist scene.




Liberal Feminism

As mentioned in the editoral, IWDC has
been looking at liberal feminism and at the
fact that the media views it as
representative of the wanen's moverent as a
whole, We have initiated a meeting with
other socialist feminists to examine the
mainstreaming of our issues, the rise of
liberal feminism and appropriate socialist
feminist responses.

A nurber of IWDC mambers also attended a
conference in Montreal sponsored by the
National Action Committee on the Status of
Wamen, which dealt with breaking the silence
between English Canadian wanen  and
Quebecoises.

We will be doing an in-depth analysis of
liberal feminism and the state of the
wanen's movement in the next issue of the
newsletter.

Women 1, State 0

HURRAH! HURRAH! On Thursday November 8th
1984, Doctors Mogentaler, Scott and Smoling
were found not quilty of oonsoirzcy to
procure a miscarriage by an Ontario jury.
This is the fowrth Jjuwy to £ind Dr.
Morgentaler not  quilty of breuklyy the
federal abortion law and ic a decided
victory for the pro-choice movament and
wamen's fight for reproductive rights.

Dr. Morgentaler plans to re-or>n  his
Toronto clinic as soon as possible and has
cffered it to the Ontario government ‘as a
piiot project where doctors and staff could
be trained in the procedure.

On Saturday Noverber 10th, the Ontario
Coalition for Abortion Clinics sponsored a
victory rally and demostration where the
demands on the Ontario govermment included:
No appeal of the jury decision, an end to
raids on the clinic once it opens ard the
legalization of free-standing oublicly

funded abortion clinics. Other demanis
were: to drop the charges against the
clinic doctors and staff in Winnipeg ard the
repeal of the federal abortion law. Several
hundred supporters came out to the
demonstration, despite the miserable
weather, to celebrate and show their support
for wamen's reproductive rights and freedom
of choice on abortion.

The: fight is by mo means over!
Pro-choice supporters must build on this
victory by increasing our visibility and
exertirg constant pressure on the state in
order to fight for and win freedom of choice
for wamen across Cananda and Quebec.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

WRITE TO
Roy McMurtry
Legislative Assembly
Queen's Park, Toronto
—demand NO APPEAL

John Crosbie

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontartio

~demand REPEAL THE ABORTION LAW

DONATE to
PRO-CHOIACE FUXD
P.,0.Box 935 STN Q
Toronto, Ontario MAT 2Pl

GET INVOLVED
-wear buttons
~talk about the issue
-join QCAC
P.0O. Box 753 SN P
Toronto, Ontaric MSS 271
(416) 532-8193

The following are excerpts from a speech
given by Judy Rebick (OCAC) at a pro-choice
rally held Oct. 4, 1984, on the eve of the
Morgentaler trial.



Two years ago we kicked off the campaign
for the legalization of fres—standing
abortion clinics. More than 1,000 people
were at that meeting and the energy almost
lifted the roof off the building. At that
time, we said. "We are the majority and we
are about to prove it." And prove it, I
believe we did. We conducted a campaign of
energy and scope rarely seen in Toronto.
We went to the Ontario Federation of Labour
Convention where we won a large majority
vote for legalization of free-standing
clinics. More than 10,000 names on a
petition, pamphlets, media interviews and
speeches led to the mament when the clinic
opened in June 1983, There was an
incredible response to the opening—almost
daily support in pickets, donations, wmedia
support. Finally the pro-choice majority
had made our presence felt. It seemed like
victory was in sight.

Then the full force of the state came
down upon us. The raid made us angry and
owr response, more than 5,000 of us at
Queen's Park, was magnificent. Rut then a
more subtle enemy stalked us. Caught in the
court system, the fight on the
constitutional motion scemad to take
forever, A lot of us felt the struggle was
out of our hands. At the same time, the
anti-choice forces came out of the
woodwork. And the Catholic Church
hierarchy, concerned about the advances of
the pro-choice movement, began to organize
aggressively against abortion. The first
sign of this was the Anti-choice
damonstration on October 1, 1983. Twenty
thousand right-to-lifers, most of them
arriving on separate school buses, converged
on Queen's Park.

But it isn't only the anti-choice forces
we are up against. The Liberals and
Conservatives have made it very clear that
they have no intention of changing the
present law., Sometimes it is hard for us to
understand  why. 0.C.A.C. feels strongly
that they are not prepared to move on
granting the right to abortion because it is
so fundamental to wamen's equality. Our
ability to control our own bodies is a
ore-condition to our eguality. As Gloria
Steinem put it, "If we can't control our

bodies fram the skin in, how can we control
them from the skin out?" This is an
historic struggle that we are involved in.

There is samething very concrete to be
won or lost. With a majority Conservative
govermment, the very real danger, if we let
up our fight for a minute, is that the
abortion laws will get more restrictive,
BEven if they don't move to change the law
itself, they can put subtle pressure on the
provinces to further restrict access. Or
the provinces can see that there will ke no
consequences if they do further restrict
access., Thousands of wamen are suffering
today, tens of thousands could be suffering
tamorrow.

But it is not Jjust abortion rights at
stake. The anti-choice forces are the
cutting edge of reaction. Behind them lie
forces like the moral minority who want to
turn back the clock so that women will be
barefoot and pregnant and in the kitchen;
who want heterosexuality in marriage to he
the only choice; who want to impose their
religious views on an entire nation, and who
are for the right to life orovided you are
ot a convicted mrderer or a Russian. Five
years ago the Republican Convention would
have been satire, this year it is a
reality. The moral minority has taken cver
the ruling varty in the U.S. Let's not get
caught saying it can't happen here.

Continued on p. 16

Hi, Tech! Goodbye Jobs!

by Sue Genge, President of C,U.P.E 1582

On Monday October 1st, 1984, the four
hundred librarians, library assistants and
maintenance workers represented by the
Canadian Union of Public Bnployees, locals
1866, 1582 and 2758 walked off the Jjob in
orotest of the Metro Toronto Library Board's
position in negotiations. We are now
entering our fourth week of the strike,
having been without a contract ‘since
December 31, 1984,

The library is a woman's job ghetto, and
the issues in this strike are a matter of
survival. BApproximately 80% of the workers
in the library are wamen, The library
board's negotiating team presented us with
massive takeaways which would remove the
basic rights we  already have in our
contracts. The issues at stake include
seniority rights which gurantee protection
against arbitrary and unfair layoff and
rehiring practices. Management refuses to
give reasonalbs asssurance that
technological change will mnot lead to

A suocort rally for the striking library

workers will be held NOVEMBER 29, 1984 at
0.I.S.E. at B8p.m. All oroceeds will go to
the strikers. [ntertaiment will include:
Arlene Mantle, Faith Molan and the Red
Berets and Unicn Label.

SUPPCRT THE LIBPARY WOCRXFRS- Nov. 29, 1984,
8 o.m. at 0.1I.S.E. (St. George subway)

massive layoffs. They also want to remove
job protection in the event of contracting
out, and have threatened the remwoval of
forty members from ouwr unions. The Board
has also refused to agree to the removal of
employees from VDT equipment due to medical
reasons; this includes pregant wamen,
employees fighting cancer or with serious
eye problems. We would like such emloyees
to be moved to another job at the same rate
of pay. In view of the many changes
occurring in libraries, not only must we
keep them fron re-writing our current
contracts, but we need to make imnrovements
in them,

We need your support, as many of these
issues affect us all both as workers and as
wamen. Come and Jjoin us on our picket
lines, or wear our great buttons! We have
rallies every Wednesday afternoon from 4:30
to 6:00 p.m. featuring various speakers and
our new singing groun the "Pickettes." Hope
to see you all there




Nicaraguan Women Fight

e visited a sewing coorperative,
the 100 oroiuction collectives

through which is trying to

by Carolyn Zgan

This mast July three members of
IsDC-Nancy Farrer, Mariana Valverde and
myself - aleng with Gladvs Klestomy ard
Filavena Carvalho fram romen Ticrking with
Immigrant o= were able to visit
Nicaragua. We were mart of a Canadian
Action for Micaragua study tour wnich swent
two weeks travelling in the country meeting
with many different peoole and oarticinating

in the fifth anniversary celeprations. tn
October 12 the touwr merbers organized a
nublic meeting including a slide-tase

presentation , music , and two soeeches, one
of wvhich I presented, dealing with our
imoressions of the changing rols of waren.
This article reflects same of the oDoints
raised.

I have found when I try to relate my
experience in Nicaragua that it's hard to
express the pace and the breadth of the
charges tzking place for hoth women ard
men. I want to give you a rzalistic account
of the situation of wamen. I don't want to
rananticize it, because there are still real
oroblems, but as a feninist I feel that what
is hapoening now and what it suggests for
the future is very encouraging ard exciting.

I would like to speak firstly of AMMLAL,
the national wamen's organization., Today it
is made up of 83,000 mamers, and has moved
fram the concent of a mass organization to
that of a wamen's movement, very much a
oroduct of its own history and outlook. Its
goals are to ensure social, ideolegical, and
nolitical gains for wamen, and to make sure
that the qains made since 1979 <o ot
diminish, regress or stagnate. It has
assumed many activities to rore fully
incorporate wamen into the revolutionary
orocess, and also olays a key rocle in the
ideoclogical  transformations taking wolace.
Sixty oercent of the wolwnteers in the
literacy brigades were women, 80% of the
oooular health workers, 60% of the bPeople's
Militia and almost 902 of the neighbourhood
revolutionary uvatrols. Yomen have also
taken o a leading role in shaning comunity
life. Cver 50% of the S (Sandinista
Defence Comittee) which are the urhan

unemoloyment  among
existing skills are being usad to Sring
into oroduction.

it still reflects the
division of lakour, wamen are now covered by
get better wages, maid
free childcare
available, four weeks oaid vacation and the
experience of working collectivaly.
in establishing a new mode of
thoth not vyet

neighoournood organizations are wamen. 'This
and community involvement,
local political
to the onrocess of chargina
historical and cultural
wanen's role in society.

active nolitical

labour legislation,

[egal referm has also been
equalizing relations betueen the sexes:
—discrimination on the basis of sex has
been eliminated and equal rights within the
fanily enshrined
—reriod of
been lenathened
—Wamen and TeEn now
title to oroverty
——aqual pay for equal

an exceriment
orcduction and the goal,
achievad, was to create comunity laundries
dining roamns, ironing centres, and childcare
bringing oroduction,
and social services together.

subsidized maternity leave has
collectives,

wanan  doss  have
contradictions, and I want to sneak
these contradictions are

work, ecual labour

mass mallia commnications  law

: : still obvious,
waren as sex opjects in

oronibits the use of
During the armed struggle leading to
of the corbatants
is an area where wanen have
and take up leadershin

carestic  labour

snared resoconsi2ility tinued to organize

men anc wanen. liomen  represent
societv as a whole encages
irolementation of laws.
itself coes not solve
a proolem, but for those of us who have been
fighting for equal pay for
value or mandatory
a steo in the right direction,

2ut because of
ard econanic  obstacles,
nas still been unavoicably slower than the
have honed.
often heads of houssholds. and with larges
life revains hard.
cercent of the work force is wamen and 833%
single mothers.
now organized in the unicns, but there is no
tradition of wamen labour activisnm,
wanen's . caucuses

neignbowrnood revolutionary patrols,
are a fundamental basis for the defence.
the war zones wamnen have formed self-defence

xnow, legislaticn,

affimative acticn, it's is engaged in a
struggle aroud conscrintion into the arny.
massad in 1983,
established mandatory service for men aged
objected and organizad
in the neignbourhoods
introduced amendments.
"ve couldn't stand by and let old ideas and
crejudices ninder our participation
After heated debate toe Council of
State called on women 17-25 to woluntarily
military service.
tManagua formed the
wanen volunteers

cooperatives.

US backed aggrassion
material progress

The military service law,

workplaces, and then

Yany more are

within the
mushing unions to
waren on mar with
ATC for examle, the rural
AATAE, at the behest of
wanen farmworkers, is trying to ensure a 20%
female representation at
the percentage of
More wamen are now taking leadership
still a male

first active contincent of
marched througn the strests
“aria Tellez,
camand at the storming of the
"continuing to
in aqal standim
For ANLAE the issue of abortion

represent and organize

all levels to insist on particimation

Althouth neither the
abortions, nor

difficultiss.
cractitioners

are orosccuted, the law that makes aborticn
illegal has not been changad.

Sgne say this is understandable in a

tholic country, recently deconulated by
war, which experienced Somza's wponulatien
control molicy, and which highly wvalues
children, because it could be divisive at a
politically difficult time. Yevertheless,
uwanted oregnancy is a major problem for
imdividual wamen. within the leadershin of
AMNLAR the right to abortion is suoported
and seen to be a social and econamic
necessity. 2ut  they also feel to mount a
campaign on the issue at this time would o2
imposing policy from abowe, that wanen
thenselvas have not raised it as a prierity
issue. But the situation is oroblematic
because of the high nutber of illegal
abortions, armd it is recognized as an
orgoing contradiction with wnich AMIAE must
deal.

There is no doubt that the revolution has
provided a crucial onening for wamen to gain
control over their lives. lew legislation,
an open oolitical enviromment, the active
backing of the covernment, and a strong
waren's organization have made it nossible
for wamen to exmress and act won their
demands. The cuestion as we were told "is
no loncer whether waren can participate in
society, but how, to what degree, and with
what level of self-organization".

The Sandinista govermment anoears to be
camnitted to ecuality for women. It feels
that wamen's liberation cannot be achieved
in Nicarajua without the orecondition of the
revolution. Of course, this ideological and
econanic amancination is not autanatic with
naticnal liberation, and recuires wamen o
continue to organize for their demands. Rut
I think that there is no doubt that if the
revolution is defeated, then the omwortunity
for women's liberation is also lost.

We saw sane of the problems as well as the
gains, bput on any oalance shest, the cains
for waren are extraordinary in such a snort

ceriod of time. And the most important
change 1s the one that is hardest to
describe: the sense of possibilities being

transformed, of taking control of one's
future, It is oerhans for this reason aoove
all, that the exverience of waren in
Micaragwm offers all of us visions of the
future.



Forbidden Films

A workshoo on Sexuality and Films was
neld as woart of Forbidden Filns, the
Filmaker and Hunan Rights, which was
organized by the Toronto Arts Croup for
Human Rignts in aid of Amnesty
International. Thes goal of the festival in
which over 10 films fram 25 countries were
shown, was to initiate a dialogue on
censorship from a human rights oerscectiva.
Carolyn Tjan from IWIXC mocderated the nanel
which included Varda SBurstyn, feminist
teacher and writer who has edited the
forthcoming book Tlmen Against Censorshin,
Gary Kinsman, memoer of the editorial
collective of RITES (a journal of leshian
and gay liberation), Fobin "ooed who teaches
film studies, and Xay Armatage who teaches
film and wamen studies, and directed the
film Striotease.

The roan at the Riwoli was sacked for the
discussion with an audience orimarily from
the arts and film commnity. All of the
panelists smoke fram a oro-faminist,
sex-mositive point of visw and although they
eacn focused on different aspects of the
issue, there was agreement that state
censorshin was not the answer. It was felt
that the state can't judge systematically in
favour of those who are omoressed, cdoesn't
recognize specific inequalities, and that
lesbians, gays and women are often the
target of state control.

change attitudes.

nanelists on

The smeakers stated that the debate to
date has been molarized between a oro-state
censorshin nosition, and a broad civil
libertarian one, and that our task should be
to develop a new strategy vhich recognizes
the dangers of state censorshic amd wet
decries violence, incquality and the
objectification of women. It is uo to us to
builé a social movement cdeveloping analysis
on social equality, harasstent and violence.
te should oe involved in develooimg sex
oositive eroticisn as an integral nart of
our culturs, femanding access to and control
of the wmadia, boycotting and organizing
against violent, waoren hating, anti-lesbian,
and gay depictions, using direct action in
certain instances and community sducation to
It wvas sujgestad that
sexual harassvent legislation could
ootentially e used, or restricted access.
But thers was disagresment amongst the
the merits of hate

legislation. There was cuite a lot of
discussion fron the audience, and the
evening was a valuable addition to the
ongoing debate con the topic. WDC is

nlanning a meeting for socialist feminists
to discuss -ornojracty and censorship fram a
socialist faninist viewooint on Thursday,
Decemder 6 at 7:30 zm in the Fireside room
at Trinity - St. Paul's Church, 427 Rloor
Street hest.

The Ontario Coalition for Abortion
Clinics and The Women's Press are
co-sponsoring a forum on "The Pro-Choice
Movanent : New Directions/New Debates".
Spaakers include Thersa Dobko, OCAC;
Kathleen Mchonnell, author "Not An Easy
Choice: A Feminist Re-Examines Abortion",
and Vicki Van Wagner, Toronto Midwives
i Tuesday Decetber 11,1984 at
7:3¢ op.m., Room 1105, Sanford Flaening
Building, Kings College Road, U of T
camus. For more information, call ¥ 's
Press at 598-0082.

Women Clean Up

by Wendy Iler
Union Representative FASICC

we have oroven to everyone that we have
courage, we proved to Canxda and to Olympia
and York that we are wamen and we are
immigrants, but we can fight," shouted
Fmilia Silva to the jubilant ratification
meeting, then the workers oushed back their
chairs and did the Bird Dance in front of
the T.V. careras.

Thus ended the six week clsarers'
strike. The cleaners, most of them wamen of
Portumuese (Azorean) origin, clean the
72-storsy First Canadian Place and the
(Toronto Stock) Exchance Tower,

The strike began in June with a 96%
strike wote. The wanen knew it would oe a
tough fight. Federated 32uilding Maintenance
, the cleaning contractor who is their
direct amwloyer, rep=atadly told thz union
that if they pushed too hard in negotiations
their contract would be terninated by
Olympia and York (the building owner).
Ternination would mean the loss of Jjobs and
union riaghts for the 250 workers. This was
no idle threat, since last year unionized
cleaners at the Eaton Centre lost their jobs
and their union rights when the cleanimg
contractors charged.

For six weeks the cleaners wvalked the
nicket line. There were sixteen entrances,
two of them wnderground tunnels, to be
oatrolled for scabs. The scabs, sam of

wham vere students hirsd througn the
goverment, cave by foot, in cars and taxis,
and uleraround, Police, horses, amd

orivate security thurs heload to force the
scabs througn the line. There were ten
arrests as strikers and their familiss
defended their jobs. The cleaners also
tried to confront the scabs inside te
building, occuwing it on two occasions.

o

Pressure was nut on Olympia and York. A
letter went to the president of Olympia and
York fram Emnilia Silva, president of the
strikers (Food and Service workers of
Canada, local 51). "2 are asking you to
make sure that Federated bnargains in  qood
faith.....and makes us an offer that does
not insult owr dignity. e ask you to Jo
vour part to obring an end to our strike."

At tre end of six weeks of strike
Federatad amd Olymmia and YorX sat down with
the wnion camnittee, and in twelve hours of
touch nejotiations, there was a new offer
from Tederatad. Faderated had offered a 37
cent raise over a two year contract; after
six weeks of strike the raise was now &7
cents: 35 cents in the first year of the
contract, retroactive to Mril 13th, and 25
cents  in the secord year of the contract.
Also, dwring the strike five workers who had
been involved in picket line incidents had
ceen fired oy the commany. These workers
returned to work along with the rest of the
clearers.

To celsbrate the victorv the workers
orepared a full-course dinner ané dance for
430 hundred oDeople. Atterding the event
were representatives from the broad base of
solidarity which developed during the strike
and helped ensure victorv. There were
feminists, !LD.P.ers, trade unieonists,
truckers, oriests, tenants, and merbers of a
nost of 1mmigrant and other community
grouss.

The cleaners' »nicket line chant went: O
movo unidd jamais sera vencide (The opeonle
united will never oe defeated).



Wmen and the 3ritish Miners' Strike
by Patti !aberman

Since day orne of the miners' strike,
women from the mining cammnities have stood
solidly with the men -not oehind, not at the
side of, but rignt out front with then.
waren have picketed, demonstrated, smken at
oublic meetings, and nrovided the raterial
and moral support that has neld 1hole
cammnities steady throughout the strive.
They have robbed the Tories of the
invaluable zropeganda of the "wamen Jdervand
their husltands return to work" tyme. o one
is in the sliaontest doubt that women sumoort
the strike and are wp front fightim for it.

During the dismute they have learned
the lesscns of how to organize and how Lo
win, Wamen in the mining communities have
made valuable links with other strugaoles:
the fight of the Greenham Common wamen  to
refuse the nuclear missles in Britain and
the fignt of waren in the Labouwr Party to
make their opinions count. These lessons
will remain long after the dispute is over.,

Lorraineé Johnson, whose husband works at
the Dold colliery in Lancashire, said that
her involvament in the 32old miners' wives'
sucort cammittee is her first involverment
in nolitical activitv: "They must organize
and get supocort for the policies they
believe in, It's the first time that most
#ives nave ever been involved in anything of
this sort. 3Defore, I just votad Lavour and
left it to others to get on with things. e
voted Lapour because owr sarents beforz us
nad. The strike has ovened wp a lot of
wiveseyes, Yow I,m going to Labour Party,
and so are some of the other waren. Mavbe
sare of the other wives will just drift back
to the kitchen when the strike is over, but
3 lot of us have had our eyes ooened to
what's going on in the world today and we
want to be involved in changing thims."
Miners' wives' grows have been set w in
each of the 14 coalfield regions, and in
areas where there are no ccalfields wamen's
supnort grouns have been set uwo to raise
money and send food to striking miners in a
marticular coalfield. The MM (Mational
Union of Miners) women's movement has really
taken off. “amen are organizing picketimg
at pits and many  wanen, including Ann
Scargill have been arrested. It is here that
these wanen have learmned first-hand about
the viclence of the nolice.

Coal, Not Dole

O s T e S ey

A letter sent to an MP fram tne Calverton
miners' wives told of their excerience one
evening on the bpicket line. The letter is
too long to read, but I would like to take
excerots out of it just to show what these
waren are willing to endure = One
wanan in her mid-forties, who offered no
resistance, was dragoed by two officers, one
of whan had his arm aroun? her throat. 'Let
her walk,' said one of the officers. "o,
let's drag ner, ' said the other. Thev did
drag her, face dowrards, so her knees and
the tops of her feet in oopen sandals were
all ©oattered and grazed. She blacked out,
and had to be taken to the hospital. At the
oolice station the wamen wantad to call
hame. In same cases the police contacted
the wamen's husoands, but did not inform the
wanen. One waman who had a 15 week old baby
said, 'I've always thought the police were
suooosed to car2 about neonle, but when I
told tnem I wanted to speak to my husband
because I was worried about my baby, they
just laugred and said if I really cared
about the haby, I wouldn't have gone on the
picket line,'"

The molice are now trying to ston women fram
collecting food, clothing and escecially
money on corners, in markets, and anwhere
else. The oolice have told the wamen to
rewve tne NM stickers fram their buckets
ard amoty out all the money collected, and
when these wanen have refusad, the molice
have had to back down because members of the
oublic have shown their anger by yelling out
things like "<hy aren't you out catching
murderers and ranists, instead of bullying
these people?" It's because of this sucoort
for the miners and their families that the
police have had to resort to an old 19th
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century law orohibiting begging on the
street. They haven't as yet been too
successful with their convictions bhecause
they can't find a nineteenth century judge.
Some suocort groups originally organized
to suroly food to the nicketing
miners, but what sparked off most of the
comittess was the television coverags at
the oeginning of the strike of a
Nottinzhamshire wife escorting her husband
to work and saying that she had a toy gun
she would use on Arthur Scargill, the head
of the MM. They felt that if this woman
was nrepared to =sscort her husband to scab
on all his mates, then surely they oxght to
be orevared to stand at the side of their
husbands while they picketed.

It was the militancy and supoort of
the warnen that was a major factor in the
winning of both these strikes and it will be
the “omen 2Against Pit Closures that will
help bring the miners to victory in
Britain. According to the Sheffield Varen
Against Pit Closures the miners are not just
fighting for their jobs. Their struggle is
part of a wider one against a government
intent on destroyimg trade unions,
orivatising orofitable parts of the oublic

. sector and attacking the living standards of

working peoole.

Since the beginning of the strike, the
Wamen ’jainst Pit Closures comittess
througnout Britain have organized 2 national
demonstrations. On May 12th, 12,009 people
marched in 3Barnsley, Yorkshire. Maureen
Douglass fram the Doncaster wives groun told
the crowd that, "what we are doing as wamen,
in this miners' strike, is making history.
e are setting a mattern for the future, for
the involverent of women in political
struggles, which will show what a formidable

force we can be. Without our organized
suonort this strike couldn't win, but we
alsc want the active suomort of the whole
trade union labour moverent, ard all of us
can work to win this supoort. Nore of us
here will be daunted by hardshio, no matter
what difficulties we face, for ocertain we
will win." Lorraine Bowler, whose husband is
a miner, said at the rally, "I've seen the
change coming for years; but the last few
weeks have seen it at its best. If we have
arguments at home now, it's about who's
going on the picket line and who's goimg to
baby-sit."

On Augsst 1lth, the %Women Against Pit
Closures/tTM organized a national wamen's
demonstration in London, where 37,000
voices, mostly women, could be hneard for
miles around chanting and singing "I1'd
rather be a picket than a scab"," Maggie
Maggie Maggile, Qut Qut Qut," and wnion
sorgs. This demonstration was not only the
wives, sisters, daughters, or mothers of the
miners, but wamen fram all parts of the
working class movement in a tremendous show
of solidarity with the miners. Supoorters
by the hundreds were lined up along the
route cheering, claooing and singing alom
with the marchers.

At the rally greetimos were read fram
different wamen's grouns throughout Britain,
Norvay, Sweden, Germanv and North Arerica.
One of the speakers was a black waman fram
R - a local government union - who
thanked the MM for their support in the
recently won “ALGO nurses' strike. She went
on to talk apout the similarities between
the riots in '2l, vhere molice violence vwas
used against mainly black youth in the same
way the qovernment was using it against the
miners.

I care avay fram the rally feeling a bit
aved, as well as fortunate to have been able
to witness such a show of militancy and
determination by a new proletarian waren's

movenent. The women are the secret
weacon of this strike. If the leadership of
the [abour Party and the unions had shown
even half the courage and determination the
mining woren have, this strike would already
have been won.

On October 21, 1984, I.W.D.C. sponsored a
public meeting entitled, "Coal not Dole."
Patti Haberman gave this speech, alongside
that of Steve Shukla, a striking miner from
the Armthrop Branch.



Election Strategy

by the Ontario Coalition for 2bortion
Clinics Coordinating Comittese

Suddenly the 'gender gap" has become a
central factor in tne real oolitik of the
Canadian electoral scene. Pierre Trudeau,
in his farewell address to the nation,
proudly noted that during his term in office
the Liberals apoointed the first woman
Soeaker, GCovernor Ceneral and Sunreme Court
Justice. Brian Mulroney, in a speech to
2,000 wanen in Toronto, stated that wamen
have suffered years of inequality under the
Liberals and that only the Tories can lead
us out of the wilderness amd into the land
of total equality. Uz were all witness to
the scene recently where the seven Liberal
leadersnip candidates each claimed to be
the first to recognize waren's rights. Is
such attention a dream or a nightmare?

We are right to be wary of the sincerity
of these politicians. Their new-found
feminism (not to be confused with those
"moisy militant feminists" who actually
fight for waren's riahts between electicns)
may be little Tore than blatant
opportunism. Yet, while we must ever be
cynical of these moliticians, we can use the
fact that "liberation" has became a
political vatch-word and Decame
opcortunistic ourselves.

There are a numoer of resxnses tne
waren's movement could make to this
develomment. We could sit back and relax,
secure in the kmowledge that the orincioles
of feminism are fimally unéerstood and our
equality is as good as won - an unlikely
orospect. e could ask the ooliticians
where thev have been all of our lives and
tell them where they can go now. Uhile this
resoonse may be dear to our hearts, we don't
think it will ke of much value to our cause.

Rather we should go on the offensive and
demand that the moliticians resolve wamen's
issues as we define them. Tha uncaming
election orovides the waren's movarent with
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both a challenge ard a responsibility. The
challenge is to take advantage of the
climate of the present elections, and to use
this time to educate Canadians of the issues
at hand. This election, the ooliticians
will ke espousing views on equal pay,
affirmative action, daycare and
pornograohy. We must ensure that both the
ooliticians and the voters hear our feminist
analysis of these issues. Our
resconsibility is to realize our demards
without being co-ooted. We must not be
satisfied with vague generalities nor
camitments to equality "in orinciole." Any
organized feminist intervention into the
elections must force oven the emntiness of
the usual molitical olatitudes and struggle
for concrete demands.

Rinagry tadire

Many of us in the wamen's movament have
felt that electoral oolitics are irrelevant
to our struggles. The time has come to
reassess this view. Historically, our
cynicisn of institutionalizad politics has
allowed us the indepencdence of an autonamous

wanen's movement: fighting in the
streets,in the press, in our hares and
workolaces; throuan sane formidable

grass-roots organizations. O allegiance
is still with this network. However, in all
cf these battles we continually run up smack
against the vower of the state., It is the
state, with all of its agencies, that
determines our inequality: that limits
daycare spaces, that denies lesbians custady
rigats, that orosecutes Jdoctors for
verforming abortions, etc. e have always
organized around issues to influence the
govermment., e must also organize aroud
tne elections to make nudlic our issues.

7l have no illusions that elections will
solve all of owr oroblems and emower
wamen. liowever, they do’ orovide at least
three options: a forun to educate largs
nurnbers of peovle normally inaccessible to
us; a platform by which we might mobilize
the wamen's movement; and a lever by which
we might attain feminist goals through
molitical oressure.

This is the time that zolitics become
legitimate in this country. A small action
during an election vericd can receive
tremendous attention. During the recent
"lunches with Leaders" in Toronto, Brian
Mulroney was met with such an action. He
was asked if, given the inequity of the
existing abortion laws and the opinion oolls
showing that the majority of Canadians favor
a waman's right to choose, he would remove
abortion fram the Criminal Code. Facing the
careras, and 2,000 wamen, he was forced to
frankly admit his faith in the oresent laws,
and the anti-choice view of the Progressive
Conservative party was now on record.

The Liberals, too, supoort the present
laws, in the name of marty unity, consensus
ard a "oluralistic society." hen the
Liberal leadership candidates were here in
Toronto though, they were met with a hearty
"Liberals for Choice" oresence, '

Althouch the NDP is on record as
favouring repeal of the abortion laws, ~ost
NDP politicians attemot to avoid the issue
for fear of orovoking a sarty molarizatien.
It was the Ontario MDP “Waren's Camittee, in
a hotly contested bhattle at the recent
orovincial convention, that spearheaded the
provincial varty to follow the federal lead
in adooting a strong pro—choice stance.

We think the time has cawe for the
wamen's movement to get actively involved in
electoral politics, not as a substitute for
our other activities, but as a valuable
addition to our arsenal. They say they want
wanen's particimation in ~olitics - well,
let's give it to them - m our terms, for
our empowerment.

Yembers of the OCAC Coordinating Comnittee
who worked on this article are: Judy
Rebick, Patricia Antonyshyn, Theresa Dobio,
Carolyn Egan amd Linda Gardner.
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Women for Peace by Meinrad Craighead, for the Women's Peace Alliance

THE PEACE PETITION CARAVAN

The Peace Petition Caravan in which a
nurber of I.W.D.C wamen were active through
the T.D.N. was quite successful. Over
430,000 signatures were collected through
the efforts of peace groucs, waren's
organizations, trade unions and  many
individuals. The political impact of the
campaign was certainly felt throuwgh the
recent federal elections, and allowed many
of us to be active in our commnities and
work places. It allowed us to speak and
organize around issves and associated
political concerns  including sperding
priorities, social service cutbacks, and
U.S. intervention in Central America.

On October 22, 1984, representatives met
with the leaders of the three political
parties to discuss the aims of the
campaign. Fnoouraged by the experience of
working together, the many groups involved
are looking at the possibility  of a
nationwide coalitiion. The T.D.N. is to
host a national conference to discuss this.
Any wamen  who would be interested in joining
the waomen's cacus Dplease call Mariana
Valverde at 532-8939, or Wendy Wright at
535-8005.



Teachers’ Workload Bypassed

by Maureen Hynes
what's hapoening at the comunity collsqes?

On October 17, for the first time since
we certified as omart of the Ontario
Provincial Service Employees' Union (CPSIU),
the 7600 teachers, librarians and
counsellors at Ontario's 22 camunity
colleges nave cone out on striks,

This pnrovincial-wide action which shut
down tne colleges vas not taken lightly.
For four vears, we've been trying to get the
nrovince, our amnloyer, to negotiate into
our contract sare canorehensive language
defining our worklead.

In the nrevious roud of negotiations, we
were orevented fram bargaining effectively
by provincial wege restraints because our
demands—which were not wege demands—uwere
considered "mwonetary" by our emloyer.

why is workload our main issue?

Our collective agreament is largely
silent on the issue of workload, unlike the
contracts of other teachers in the
orovince, iwhat we are asking for is mnot a
Utonian contract; we want a workload formula
similar to the one in place at Ryerson.
This kind of formula recognizes factors like
class size, student evaluation, suservision
of students in job  training settims,
counselling on a one-to-one basis, testing,
the premaration differential for old and new
courses, mestinas and camittee work as mart
of our jobs bevond the specified number of
teaching hours in our contract.

The issue of workload affects not only
our working conditions and our job security,
but most importantly, the quality of
education in this province.

When our classes are too large, when
students are placed in labs with
insufficient supervision, when courses are
run haphazardly and a teacher is given 48
howrs' notice to prepare an entirely new
course, when nursing students are not given
the supervision they used to receive in
clinics and hospitals, when facilities are
ndt upgraded to accammodate record numbers
of students, when resigning teachers are not
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replaced in ongoing programmes — what
happens? Yes, the colleges and the
provinces save money on education,  But what
else happens?

What we see is a dramatic reduction in
the quality of education for our young
people, for the unemployed who are seeking
retraining, and for immigrants, women and
other disadvantaged groups. We are
physically no longer capable of offering the
same quality education we gave even a few

years ago.

We also see access to post-secondary
education as seriously in Jjeopardy in
Ontario today. Ontario is a province whose
per capita spending on education has dropped
fram first place in Canada to ninth over the
past ten years. Under the present
government, education has turned into a
“warm body" matter — just place a teacher
in front of as big a class as possible, with
no concern for the content and orocess of
education,

At the same time, we see record numbers
of applications to canmmunity college
programmes, and record numbers of rejections
to our job training courses.

This is not the kind of educational
system we want to be a part of delivering.

Fditor's Yote:

The teachers have been legislated back to
work. This action was taken by the
government on “ov, 8, 1934,

South Asian
Women Organize

by Tania Das Qupta

The South Asian Women's Group (SAWG) is a
camunity group concerned with the needs of
wanen whose origins lie in India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Srilanka and other neighbouring
countries. Our main objectives are to break
our social isolation, integrate into
Canadian society, deal with problems of new
immigrants, including those involving
children and educate ourselves regarding
canmen concerns, e.d. employment,
immigration, etc.

East Indian women generally came to
Canada as "sponsored" relatives. This has
continued today. Being sponsored, our
dependent status continues while we try to
integrate into Canadian society. Given our
socio-econanic  background and often the
inability to speak BEnglish, we feel a sense
of isolation and alienation. Though more
and more of us are entering the paid
workforce today, we are concentrated in low
paying and traditionally '"female" jobs.
This is often compounded by a lack of
recognition of our previous skills and
education and lack of access to English
language courses. Due to our social
dependence, we are vulnerable to oppression
at home and in society at large. Being
visible minority wanen, we are also
subjected to racism in every sphere of
life. We are stereotyped as dirty, passive
and slow. Thus, we face a triple oppression
as wamen, workers and as visible minorities.

To achieve our objectives, SAWG provides
services in referrals, support, befriending,
general comnselling and interpretation,
These services are provided in person or
over the phone at 537-0782, Monday ard
Wednesday, 4-7 p.m. SAWG operates at these
hours at 1072A Bloor St. West. In additien,
SANG marbers hold monthly meetimgs every
third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
out of which every other meeting consists of
an educational.

Union Women’s
Conference

by Susan Craig

Nine years ago, a group of wamen active
in the labour movement in Toronto joined
together to form Organized Working Wamen
() .  Throughout this time, GW has held
large weekend conferences on such topics as
wamen and technological change, child care,
equal pay for work of equal value, and so
on. These have been extremely successful,
and ve believe, have started ripoles that
are still spreading through the labour
movement in the form of greater
consciousness of wamen's issues and greater
skill in pramoting them.

The only criticism we've had is that
there has not been enough time for the
participants to share their experiences and
work on the issues. And this year, in what
could be a turning point for the wamen's
moverent we feel wamen who already hold
leadership positions in the labour movement
nead the opportunity to get together, let
their hair down and discuss where we go fram
here.

We are, therefore, planmning two events
which we hope will be co-soonsored by other
organizations. The first is a residential
weekend saninar, or think-tank, to take
place January 4,5, and 6th at the Quild Inn
in Scarborouih. We horme it will be an
opportunity for existing wamen union leaders
to recharge their batteries and to make a
start at setting up an inter-union network.
We also hope that it will be an opportunity
to help develop the ererging young wamsn
leaders who will help shape the wamen's
movement in the next decade.

The thave of the samninar is the
relationship between affirmative action and
equal pay for work of equal value. [mphasis
will be on participation with delegates
being their own resource people.

cont. on page 15,




what's a nice lesbian like you doing in a
olace like this ...

Theresa Dobko 0.C.A.C.

Two wamen do not a baby make
...22ro plus zero still equals zero

These words, shouted out at myself and
frierds at a suway station one day, at the
time only; affected my lesbian sensibility.
The words returned to mind with a
different flavour however, when I sat down
to write this article on lesbians and the
pro-choice movement. It was only then that
I thought about the implication of such
invective for the lamger of wawyn's
sexuality. The youny teenaged wamyn who
displayed such lesbophobia, had continued in
a long tradition of equating womyn'ns
sexuality with reproduction. and of course,
they are right. The issue  of sexual
preference is inextricably linked to all
facets of repraductive choice.

This article stamed out of a question
one day about what I, as a lesbian, had to
gain fran my involvement with the oro-choice
movement., It is a question that could be
asked of many wamyn; the support of lesbians
within reoraductive rights organizations is
substantial. I think the first 1line of
response should be to take the question
itself to task. Lesbians are as capable, or
incamable, of acting totally without
self-interest as anyone else. I could be
active in the oro-choice movement sitoly
Yecause I feel the cause is Jjust, without
seeing any direct benefit to myself as a
lesbian. No doubt, many lesbians are
involved with the abortion rights struggle
purely out of a sense of ethical concern for

other wamyn.

But we are all other womyn, Fach of us,
as yourd wamm, runs the risk of
imorecnation throuwgh incest. Each of us,
but the very fact of our wamanhood, has the
ootential to be raped. Kie all have
straicht wanmyn for whan we care or whom we
care for: mothers, daughters, sisters; any
one of them may requirs an abortion at sane
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time in her life. Many of us have lived as
heterosexuals before caring to lesbianism
and nave lived the fear of an nwanted
Dregnancy. Same of us will identify
ourselves as bisexual, or as lesbian but
have occasional relationshins with men—for
us too, then, the politics of reproduction
is relevant. We are not any of us, as
wanyn-loving-wamyn, personally immune from
the question of abortion. We who love wamm
understand most fully that we must struggle
for all of the rights necessary for the full
equality of all wamyn.

Thouah the foetus fetishists could
distract us with their focus on the
"oersonhood" of the foetus, it is not Jjust
abortion that concerns the anti-choice

cont. from page 14.

We encourage co-sponsoring unions to send
delegates to the conference organizing
camittee to help shape the weekend to their
own needs.

The second event we are planning is a
celebration to mark the end of the decade of
women. We hope to hold this in May, with
the help of sare veteran women leaders to
inspire us to keep up the fight.

Please contact OWW, 366 BAdelaide St.
East, Torontc (364-2161)

forces. Like the young wamyn at the suoway,
the right-wing forces which wow to ban
abortion, do so within a framework that
politicizes all of wamyn's sexual and
reproductive options. They attemt to

corwince us, with their rhetoric, that the
question of foetal rights may be removed
fran the question of wamyn's rights, but in
reality neither they, nor us, believe this
to be so.

The exact same opponents of abortion alsc
attack contraceotive fresdam (excent for
anstinence) ard sex education in the
schools. If the foetus is sacrosanct, then
watyn must do nothing to immede its growth.
And wamyn must do nothing to imomede the
growth of a foetus because it is only
through here reproductive functioning that
she is of any value. A wamon's sexwality,
free of repraduction, does not exist. Fnter
the lesbian. Mot only is her freedom to
make choices suspect because she is a wamen,
Her choices are doudly condemned pecause she
is the symbol for non-reproductive sexuality
in womyn. For the anti-choice forces, who
see no darger in imposing their reproductive
morality on wammn, it is a faint step indeed
to imposing their sexual morality on wamn
as well.

Control of ouwr bodies! Control of our
lives! There can be no mistake: if the
anti-choice forces succeed in restricting or
banning abortions (the cutting-edge of both
their ideology and our feminism), they will
only feel heartened enouch to attack birth
r:ontrolf sex education and freedam of sexual
sXpression.
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we who right now are eambroiled in
legitimizing free-standing clinics, are not
simply defending the rights of Dr.
Morgentaler, nor the rights of a male doctor
to a private clinic (vhich is certainly not
Dr. Morgentaler's dream either). We are
fighting to achieve medically-insured,
camunity-based clinics, run by womyn and
geared to the health care of all wamyn. On
a concrete level, we are struggling for
lesbian health care, birthing ootions,
contraception and abortion. n  the
wolitical level, we are challenging the
anti-choice forces who seek to destroy the
new feminist rolitics of sexwmlity
(including the new militant lesbianism) by
destroying abortion rights first. Ye as
lesbians, as lesbian-feninist wamyn, must
join the abortion strugggle to ensure
freedan of abortion and the survival of our
hard-won sexual
freedom., Two wamyn do not a naby make, but
we certainly do make a revolution!

Continued from p. 3

Who would have thought it was possible to
have a judgement like the one we saw on July
29, in Canada in 19842 In declaring the
abortion law constitutional, Justice William
Parker said the Charter of Rights protects
only those rights spelled out in law or
"rooted in our traditons".

Well, abortion is certainly rooted in
waren's traditions—it's been around for
centuries. So whose traditions is he
talking about—the sexist traditions of this
society that have denied wamen's rights for
decades? Now the request to appeal this
conservative decision has also been denied.
S0 we are in a trial, as of October 15.



March 8 Coalition

Readers may feel it's a bit tco early to
be talking about March 8th 1985. For one
thing, most wamen who participated in this
year's March 8th Coalition are just getting
over their exhaustion now. But building
I.W.D. is a major political project
requiring lots of time and energy, ard the
process has generally begun each year in
October.

For the past several years, I.W.D.C. has
taken the initiative in planning the day.
For us, this has included preparing a
proposal for the structure and politics of
the day, perhaps drafting a leaflet for
International Wamen's Day, and sending out a
letter in Noverber asking groups to come
together in a coalition to build the day.

The International Women's Day Comittee
has decided not to take on the
responsibility this year. As a group, we
are going through a number of changes and we
have choosen to direct our political
energies elsewhere this fall. At the samre
time, we remain committed to the idea that
I.W.D. is an important event in the
political life of the city and that it would
be irresponsible of I.W.D.C. simply to
abandon owr role without talking about it
within the wamen's camunity. Nor do we
want to leave the planning process until
Jan. or Feb., which is too late to pull off
anything major,

So, this letter serves both to annouce
our decision not to take responsibility to
initiate I.W.D., and to give wamen time to
think about what they might want to do to
celebrate International Wamen's Day.

By the time this letter is published,
the International Wamen's Day Camittee will
have spoken with many of the groups and
individuals who, year after year, have
worked with us in the March 8th Coalition,
Rasically, we'll be asking them to take on
I.W.D.C.'s traditional role: that is, doing
same initial planning and calling wamen
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together to build the event. We're hoping
lots of new ideas and fresh proposals will
be brought forward in the next couple of

months.

We invite your participation, Details
about the first general coalition meetimg
follow in the newsletter,

We who believe in
freedom cannot rest
until it comes.

Pro Casg (Upes Mo — blarch 14, 1984

March 8th Coalition
Nov,21, 1984
7:39 o.m,

St. Christooher House
761 Queen St. West
(Bathurst & Queen)

A coalition of different wanen have worked
together to formulate a oroposal for
International amen's Day 1985, It will oe
oresented at this meeting and the
preparation for 1985 will begin., All women
are encouraged to attend and bring their
ideas and anergy!




INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

by Lena [epage

As you probably already know, a steering
camittee, formed of representatives of
wanen groups and individuals, has been
struck on September 24th to initiate the
coalition for the International Wamen's Day.

The steering committee met three times
since that first meeting to work out =2

tentative  proposal to call a oocalition
meeting at the end of MNovember. Already a
structure format for this vear's

celebrations has been agreed upon: As per
last year, it will be a week events starting
on Saturday March 2nd with a fair and a
mixed dance in the evening, some activities
during the week and closing with a march and
a rally on March 9th and a wamen only dance
in the evening.

At the financial level, a camittee has
been struck to evaluate last vyear's
financial situation and make some
recommendations for this year. This
camittee proposed that it became the
authority to make all the approvals for the
different committees expenses. In case of
disagreement on a particulaar issue, the
whole coalition will make the decision.
Also, to deal with the issue of
accountability that has been brought up, the
Financial Comittee will push hard to get
receipts before issuing any reimbursement.
This question was a real problem last vyear.
It was also decided to propose that a
Fundraising Caomittee be struck at the
beginning of the coalition to assist the
Financial Comittee in its tasks.

There were also a fair number of
discussions on the political content that
should be included in the oroposal, the main
topic in the caning meetings.

There was also a letter prepared to be
sent to Wamen Groups in Toronto inviting
them to join the ooalition and participate
in a meeting to set up the coalition in late
Noverber.
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Since 1910, Internati Mbm. en
Day has c.c:mmenrmv'gtno:-i:i e :

struggles of wWomen in the work -
pmg?in home and in SoCiet
k the Worlq oveyr:

Big Benn Strikes

IWDC was involved in organizing a very
successful public meeting at which Teny
Benn, a leader of the left within the
British Labour Party, spoke on '"Socialism
After Thatcher and Regan."

Recognizing the political crisis which is
afflicting the left and the progressive
movements, IWDC feels that it is imperative
that we take the opportunity to learn and
dialogue on strategies and visions of the
future.

About 600 men and women attended the
meeting, which raised $3,300 after expenses
for the miners on strike in Britain,



FILL THE BOAT
SUPPORT AMNLAE

Coalitions in cities across the country
are preparing to fill a boat with
material aid for the people of Nicaragua

which will sail from Vancouver in
December.

As yet we don't have details from
AMNLAE about what they need most
urgently, but we assume the list will

look similar to last vyear's: office
supplies and office furniture,
typewriters, tape recorders, paper,
sewing machines and cloth (for sewing
cooperatives), kitchen equipment and toys
(for daycare centres) and medical

equipment.

Do you have access to supplies and
equipment are that not being used?
Would your group, local or office be
willing to make a donation to
AMNLAE through the Boat Project? Please
contact Women in Solidarity with Central
America (WISCA) for more details: 961-
8638 or 532-8584.

Abonkt us. ...

IWDC is a socialist-feminist group.
We operate on the principle tkat
mass actions are our most effect-
ive instruments of change. We be-
lieve that the oppression of women
touctes every aspect of our lives
and that the liberation of women
will require fundamental changes
in tke structure of society.

We hold bi-weekly meetings where
our policy and overall direction
are determined. Smaller commit-
tees work on specific events or
issues or in different consti-
tuencies.

We welcome new members. For in-
formation call Mariana at 532-
8989.

gEesiar

WOMEM WORKING VITH TMMICRANT
WOMEN GENFERAL MEETINGC

DECEMBER 10th at 2pm
LCISCUSSION ON PORNOCGRAPEHY
led by Mariana Valverde of

IWDC

call Salome Lukas at 531-
2059 for location

Yes, I would lile to receive tlre
IWDC newsletter.

Name

Address

I enclose $10 for my year's
subscription, 5 issues

I cannot afford to send money
at this time

T can make an additional dona-
tion of

IWDC Newsletter

P.C. Bex 70

Station F

Toronto, Crtario

M4y 214
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